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Why Implement 
Divorce Education?

§ Divorce is a major event still impacting 
roughly 50% of marriages

§ Effects on the family (parents and children 
alike) can be profound

§ Groups and education have proven to help
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SCP Overview & History
vOSU Extension has been offering divorce education 

for over 25 years 

vThe name “Successful Co-Parenting” was 

implemented in 2011 and just underwent the latest 

update earlier this year 

vThe class typically lasts 2.5 hours 

vCovers 3 main topics 

• Taking care of you 

• Taking care of your child 

• Taking care of your new co-parent relationship 
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SCP Program Sample

vVideo Clip: “Tender Places”
vActivity: “Pieces” 
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SCP Impact
vParticipant Demographics

• 53.6% female, 46.4% male
• Age range = 18-73 years
• 94.2% White / Caucasian, 

2.0% Black / African  
American,                         

1.5% Hispanic or Latino                                   
< 1% Asian/Pacific Islander, 
Native American/AK Native, 
multi-racial

vParticipant Characteristics
• 79.7% first divorce,       

16.6% second divorce+, 
2.7% cohabited with co-
parent

• Parenting Plan?             
Yes = 72.7%, No = 27.3%

• Quality of relationship with 
co-parent? (1-poor to 5-excellent) 

Mean = 2.90 (below 
average)
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SCP Impact
vParticipant Engagement Opinion Questions

Opinion Questions Strongly 
Disagree

Disagree Agree
Strongly 
Agree

I learned new information 
from this class. 2.5% 4.3% 52.5% 33.7%

I plan to use the information I 
learned in this class. 1.8% 1.5% 46.7% 50.1%

I feel more prepared to co-
parent as a result of attending 
this class.

2.3% 6.8% 55.3% 35.5%

This class was helpful. 2.5% 3.8% 53.1% 40.7%
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SCP Impact
vBefore…   vs.   After… (Retrospective Pretest Questions)

• about my grief and loss…
• about caring for my emotional health…
• how divorce impacts my child…
• about having stability and consistency…
• about healthy communication with my child…
• about healthy communication with my co-parent…
• how to problem solve with my co-parent…
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WAM Overview & History
§ Began in Lake County in 2011
§ Recognized by Ohio Supreme Court in 2014
§ 90-minute program for children aged 6-11
§ Hands-on activities & short movie 

cover 4 objectives
§ You are not alone
§ It’s not your fault
§ All emotions are OK; 

we may need help managing them
§ Find someone to talk to
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WAM Program Sample

Movie Clip:

Activity:
It’s Not Your Fault
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Ways to Introduce SCP & WAM
§ Partnership with the courts, referrals from court

§ Mandated or voluntary
§ Offer the programs in the same evening with 

parents & children separate rooms
§ SCP Online option
§ WAM Partnerships with schools or social service 

agencies
§ Library programs
§ Connect with divorce attorneys for marketing


