
	

Healthy Finances Program Menu 
A comprehensive list of internal and external financial programs, publications, and resources to be 
used to support the efforts of the FCS educators. 
For more information about Healthy Finances efforts across the state, please contact Amanda Woods, Healthy Finances 
Program Specialist (woods.485@osu.edu), or visit fcs.osu.edu/programs/major-program-areas/healthy-finances 
 
Financial Literacy & Money Management 
Programs: 
Money 101: Obtain the keys to your future by enrolling in a course led by knowledgeable instructors and trained, caring 
mentors. This free program has been created for individuals who want to improve their ability to become financially 
stable. Sign up and complete three 1-hour educational & interactive classes. Money 101 gives you tools to break down 
your challenges into smaller, manageable steps to create a plan that works! For more information contact Melinda Hill 
(hill.14@osu.edu) or Joanna Fifner (fifner.2@osu.edu) 

Master Money Mentor: This program connects Ohioans with local financial mentors or trains agency staff to help clients 
overcome financial challenges. More information can be located on the FCS Website. An updated online training for 
Master Money Mentor will be available fall 2017. 

Publications: 
Manage Your Money Series: Manage Your Money is a six-lesson study-at-home course that focuses on basic money 
management principles, including but not limited to: income and expenses, budgeting, credit, net worth, and managing 
financial records. This program is currently being updated, and should be available March 2018. For more information, 
contact Amanda Woods (woods.485@osu.edu) or Cäzilia Loibl (loibl.3@osu.edu). 
Basic Money Management Toolkit: This tool is a self-study resource, as well as an educator more toolkit that focuses 
on the basics of personal money management. For more information visit 
go.osu.edu/BasicMoneyManagementToolkit, or contact Kathy Michelich (michelich.1@osu.edu) or Amanda Woods 
(woods.485@osu.edu). 
Counting Your Money Calendar: This publication is a twelve-month calendar budgeting system with easy to use 
worksheets and instructions. This publication can be purchased at Ohio State University Extension's eStore at 
estore.osu-extension.org 
In Over Your Head: Life Saving Strategies for Financial Crisis: This publication offers common-sense, practical 
approaches to dealing with debt and debt collectors; designing a self-directed repayment plan; using credit counseling 
services as well as consolidation and other repayment strategies wisely; and how to determine if filing for bankruptcy is 
the right answer. This publication can be purchased at Ohio State University Extension's eStore at estore.osu-
extension.org 
Home Account Book: This publication serves as a convenient household record-keeping booklet for organizing income, 
expenses, and net worth worksheets. It has the capacity to hold twelve months of detailed records. Instructions and 
helpful hints are also included. For more information about this publication, until further notice contact Amanda Woods 
(woods.485@osu.edu) or Richard Wofford (wofford.1@osu.edu). 
 
Homebuyer Education 
Programs: 
Homebuyer Education: Based on the Homebuyer's Guide, workshops are designed to equip buyers with the tools and 
knowledge needed to succeed at both home purchasing and home ownership. For more information visit 
go.osu.edu/HomebuyerEd 
HUD Approved Housing Counseling: Franklin County is currently offering HUD approved housing counseling Ohioans 
in and around the area. More counties will be providing this counseling soon, so for more information on this please visit 
go.osu.edu/HUDCounseling 
OHFA First-Time Homebuyer phone based education. Several counties are participating in first-time homebuyer 
education through OHFA. Qualified buyers are required to complete free homebuyer education, and this streamlined 
education program allows buyers to complete a course offered by any U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD)-approved counseling agency in Ohio (OSUE FCS being one). OHFA homebuyer education is not 
completed until after the homebuyer submits their loan application with their loan officer. For more information contact 
Amanda Woods (woods.485@osu.edu) or Cäzilia Loibl (loibl.3@osu.edu). 
	  



	

 
 
Ohio State University Extension embraces human diversity and is committed to ensuring that all research and related educational programs are available to 
clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis without regard to age, ancestry, color, disability, gender identity or expression, genetic information, HIV/AIDS status, 
military status, national origin, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, or veteran status. This statement is in accordance with United States Civil Rights Laws 
and the USDA. 
 

Roger Rennekamp, Associate Dean and Director, Ohio State University Extension, Ohio State University Extension 
 

For Deaf and Hard of Hearing, please contact Ohio State University Extension using your preferred communication (e-mail, relay services, or video relay 
services). Phone 800-750-0750 between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. EST Monday through Friday. Inform the operator to dial 614-292-6181. 

Publications & Fact Sheets: 
The Homebuyer’s Guide: This concise, current publication guides homebuyers through the homeownership process. 
This guide is based on the National Industry Standards for Homeownership Education and includes chapters on 
assessing home readiness, money for housing, making an offer on a home, selecting a mortgage, closing the deal, and 
successful homeownership. This publication can be purchased at Ohio State University Extension's eStore at 
estore.osu-extension.org. (An update for this publication is currently in the works, and will be made available when 
complete). 

Youth Financial Literacy 
Programs: 
Real Money Real World: 6-hour financial literacy curriculum for 6-12th grade students featuring a real world simulation. 
For more information visit realmoneyrealworld.osu.edu or contact Amanda Woods (woods.485@osu.edu). (An update 
for this program is currently in the works, and will be made available when complete). 
NEFE High School Financial Planning Program (HSFPP): This semester-long curriculum for teens is award winning 
and all materials are completely free to educators and students. For more information contact Amanda Woods 
(woods.485@osu.edu). 
Smart Start with Money: Smart Start Teaching Preschoolers about Money is an educational curriculum, developed by 
OSU Extension Educators designed to teach children ages 3-5 about the beginning concepts of money. It is intended to 
be used as a train-the-trainer material for child care providers. It explores such questions as, “what is money?” and “what 
do we do with money?” For more information visit go.osu.edu/SmartStartwithMoney or contact Melinda hill 
(hill.14@osu.edu), or Carol Chandler (chandler.4@osu.edu). 
$martPath: In partnership with the Economic Center of University of Cincinnati, we are helping to promote youth 
financial literacy across the state. Through this partnership, Extension educators are recruiting and training teachers 
across the state to use the SmartPath program in their area to promote financial literacy among first through sixth 
graders. Each training will last 60 minutes, will be face-to-face, and can be done in whatever method the educator feels is 
most effective (in a school, community center, extension office, etc.). For more information about how to get involved, 
contact Amanda Woods (woods.485@osu.edu). 
 
Aging & Finance 
Programs: 
Money Smart for Older Adults: Money Smart for Older Adults (MSOA) is an instructor-led training developed jointly by 
the FDIC and Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB). The curriculum has been enhanced with new information 
and resources that allow older adults and their caregivers to make comprehensive financial decisions with confidence. 
Learn about common types of fraud and scams and how to prevent elder financial exploitation. Most importantly, 
discover ways to keep your information safe and secure through advanced planning. For more information or to 
download this free program, visit https://www.fdic.gov/consumers/consumer/moneysmart/olderadult.html 
 
Financial Health Initiatives 
Ohio Saves: Free resources available to all Ohioans to support efforts to save money, reduce debt, and build wealth 
over time. For more information contact Amanda Woods (woods.485@osu.edu) or visit ohiosaves.org 

Live Smart Ohio: The Live Smart Ohio Money blog has a variety of blog posts on timely and relevant topics regarding 
financial health and wellness. This is an educational resource available to the public, as well as an opportunity for 
educators to write about financial topics they feel are important for the people of Ohio, and beyond. For more information 
about Live Smart Ohio, contact Amanda Woods (woods.485@osu.edu). 


