Tips for Teens

How to Jump Start Your
Car Battery

Print Copies and cut out each scenario to handout to the 4 groups of participants.
Scenario 1

It is a beautiful sunny day somewhere in Ohio and Penny is loading up her car with her two kids
to head to soccer practice. The temperature could not be more perfect, it is slightly breezy with
a perfect summer temperature of 70 degrees. Penny pulls into the parking lot and finds the
perfect spot to park under a large shady oak tree. The kids unload with their gear and Penny
decides it would be a perfect time to catch-up on her favorite podcast. She shuts off the car,
rolls down the windows, plugs in her phone to the USB and hits play. With the weather being so
nice the coach decides to push practice a little longer, but Penny pays no attention, she is
hooked into her story. Awhile later practice has finished, and the kids return to the car and load
up their gear. After a few minutes of chatting and discussing lunch plans Penny tells everyone
to put on their seatbelts. She unplugs her phone and goes to turn on the ignition, but the car
will not start.

Why?

What could Penny have done differently?

What should Penny do?

Scenario 2

Mason is all set for a day tailgating before the big game. He has packed a cooler, Bluetooth
speaker, table, and chairs. He is taking his new 4Runner to show all his friends and is excited to
show off all the sport features. He arrives at the parking lot stadium and sets up his spot. He
decides to pop the trunk to have his cooler out of the sun and to display all the trunk space. As
he is showing off all the features, he decides to play his playlist through the car’s speakers
instead. The surround sound is great through the Bose speakers. His friends compliment the
new ride, Mason is thrilled. It'’s an enjoyable day tailgating. A few hours later everyone heads to
the game. Mason packs his car and him and all his friends walk to the stadium. It is a great
game! Mason is thrilled his team won and everyone is celebrating as they walk back to the
parking lot. He waives goodbye to everyone and gets in his car. He touches his push start, but
his car will not start.

Why?
What could Mason have done differently?

What should Mason do in this situation?
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Scenario 3

Kennedy is finishing her night shift at the local gas station. She is so ready to get home. It has
been a long and stressful day. During her break she went to her car to charge her phone and
just listen to the radio in peace. This past week at work has been incredibly stressful. The
local neighborhood has been dealing with a rise in petty crime and Kennedy has not felt as
safe working the night shift. She locks up the store and heads to her car. It is a quiet night and
Kennedy cannot help but be a little freaked out. “Man, it’s so dark out tonight,” Kennedy says.
As she gets in her car and turns the key it will not start.

Why?
What could Kennedy have done differently?

What should she do in this situation?

Scenario 4

Alex has had his car for two years. It is a classic. It belonged to his late grandfather and holds
special memories. Alex remembers helping his grandfather restore the car when he was little,
and now he hopes to add more updates. Lately the car has been having a tough time starting
up, but Alex just assumes with a classic old car it just needs a bit more time to warm-up. He
has been busy with school lately and maintenance has fallen behind. He know regular
maintenance on your car is very important, especially an older car, and he grandfather always
told him to stay on top of car care. Today as he was driving to school, he noticed a
maintenance light come on. At the school parking lot, he popped the hood to give a quick look
at the engine. He went ahead and topped it off with oil, and while looking around he notices
that there is a bit of corrosion on the battery. He brushes off the corrosion and heads to class.
After school he gets in his car, and it will not turn on no matter how many times he tries.

Why?
What could Alex have done differently?
What should Alex do?
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Facilitator Key:
Scenario 1

Why? In this situation Penny was listening to her podcast through her car speakers with the
engine off. She drained the battery and will need a jump start.

What could she do differently? If Penny would like to listen to a podcast while she waits for
practice to finish, she may want to run her engine while listening, or find a separate power
and speaker source to listen.

What should she do? Penny will need to jump start her battery. Hopefully, she has a set of
jumper cables, but if not, she will need to ask around to see if anyone has a set and if anyone
would be able to help her jump start her car battery. She should make sure everyone is safe
and secure.

Scenario 2

Why? It could be that Mason did not have his car running while playing his radio, but since he
brought a Bluetooth speaker it is more likely that him leaving his trunk open is what drained
his battery.

What could he have done differently? Maybe he could have brought an umbrella to shade his
cooler from the sun and not have had his trunk open for too long.

What should he do? Mason needs a jump start, but depending on area and who is around he
may have to wait for space to open for another car to park next to him to offer a jump. He
should also ask for help and hopefully he has a set of cables in his new car.

Scenario 3

Why? While we can all relate to wanting a few moments of peace and quiet, in this case
Kennedy drained her battery listening to the radio while the car was not running.

What could she have done differently? She could have left her car running while she
listened to the radio or could have found another quiet area during her break to get some
peace and quiet.

What should she do? In this situation it would be important for Kennedy to remember that she
has not felt very safe at work lately, so it would be very important for her to take notice of her
surroundings. In her case she should return to her work building and secure herself inside and
then call someone to come help her jump her car or pick her up and then return to jump her
car the next day, during daylight.



Scenario 4

Why? Alex’s Grandfather was right in teaching Alex that regular vehicle maintenance is
important. In this situation it seems that his car battery was showing signs of age and in need of
possible replacement. He should have taken more action when he saw a maintenance light
come on. By falling behind on his maintenance, Alex did not notice the issue until it was too
late.

What could he have done differently? Alex could have set a schedule of standard maintenance
checks to catch any issues before they become a problem. He also could have addressed the
issue right away instead of brushing off the corrosion and assuming it was something he could
deal with later.

What should he do? In Alex’s case, a jump start might help, and he should try doing so. If the
battery does not charge, then Alex will need to replace his battery. He can call a local auto
part center to purchase a new one but will need to call for assistance to get to a store.





